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Tips Tor Crealing
A Success tul Bu{Tertly Garden

You can easily create a butterfly garden by providing just a few essentials for e’\wz

butterflies. A safe place to gather, seek shelter, acquire food and water, and

reproduce.

Plant your butterfly garden in an area that gets at least 6 hours of sunlight. Butterflies
love the sun and so do most of the plants they visit.

FLANTS

Plant a variety of both nectar producing plants (for food) and host plants (to lay eggs
and raise their young).

Visit your local garden nursery and see what plants are native to your area.

Include plants that will bloom at different times of the year, providing a source of food
all year long.

Include both annual and perennial plants, as well as trees, shrubs, groundcovers, and
herbs that butterflies are attracted to.

WATLER

Generally, butterflies get their liquid from the nectar of plants that they visit. But they
do enjoy “puddling” from shallow puddles of mud and sand. These puddles provide
them with the minerals they need and are especially important for the male butterfly
to help with reproduction.

You can easily create using a shallow dish with dirt or sand that has been soaked in
water.

Be Ccotriendly When You Garden

Avoid pesticides in your yard and garden that will not only harm the
butterflies but other pollinators and beneficial insects.

Use eco friendly mulches.
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Plants To Attract Bu{terflies

When creating your butterfly garden choose a variety of annuals, perennials, vines,
bushes, herbs and trees to provide food (nectar), and a place for the butterflies to lay
their eggs (host plants). Try to have something blooming from spring until late fall.
This list is by no means complete. Visit your local nursery and find out what plants
grow best in your area and gardening zone. Many nurseries have a special section
with specifically identified plants as being butterfly or pollinator friendly. They can
be a valuable resource.
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